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South Carolina STRONG

Providing bousing, education, and job and
life skills for ex convicts and drug abusers

director

(843) 554-5179 * www.soutbcarolinastrong.org

CAUSE
’I‘uch a man to fish—or build, or garden, or cook—and you
will feed his life. That's the goal of South Carolina STRONG, a
voluntary residential education program for rehabilitating crims-
nal offenders, substance abusers, and homeless men. To gain eco-
nomic sclf-sufficiency and the sense of responsibility needed to
succeed in society, residents learn academic, vocational, and social
skills. Relving on volunteers and donated materials, SC STRONG
operates four training schools—construction, culinary arts/cater
ing, furniture restoration, and kndscaping—to teach specific job

skills and provide income for the program

IMPETUS

Each week, about 500 people are relcased from Chardeston County
Jail, Most are poor illiterate, and unskilled A thind will end up back be-
hind bars within three vears, and those who don't willl likely wind up
without work and on welfare “SC STRONG aims to reverse the ovcle
of poverty and crime and establish a new cycle of keaming. caning: and

coonomic, personal, and financial stability” sayvs director John Glemser

RESULTS

Since 2000, six men have fulfilled the twovear commitment, graduat
ing with a GED and three marketable skills. Of the 40 others who
completed 90 dys or more, 82 percent have stayed out of jail. In two
rehabbad propertics, the program currently houses 25 residents, who
are working 1o renovate a thind building and raise capacity to 70
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